
 

 

RICE LAKE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOE Buildings & Grounds Committee 

Tuesday, May 26, 2020 

5:30 p.m. 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL:  Present:  Doug Kucko, Deanna Aubart, Keven Jensen, Joshua Estreen 

Others Present: Randy Drost, Superintendent, Patrick Blackaller, Director of 

Finance & Operations, Brad Kisling, Maintenance, Dan Smith, Maintenance, 

Todd Schieffer, Rod Olson, Kurt Reinhold, Tony Hartman 

Absent: None 

 

3. STATEMENT OF NOTICE:  Patrick Blackaller confirmed the Statement of Notice as  

required by Section 19.84 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Doug Kucko and Deanna Aubart motioned to 

approve the April 30, 2020 BOE Buildings & Grounds Committee minutes. All 

present voting yes. Approved. 

 

5. Jefferson Project & Building Reorganization Plan: Todd Scheiffer from V&S 

Construction presented a CAD drawing and estimate for the Jefferson remodel. The 

estimate included demolition, framing, dry walling, painting, raising the gym floor 

level, exterior wall and window sill touch up, as well as floor prep. New windows 

are not included in the estimate and could add around $2,000 per unit. Upper 

windows may need to be repaired as well. Brad Kisling recommended replacing 

windows now instead of later. Replacing windows would also make the remodeling 

process easier. The estimate is based on square foot numbers, and additional costs 

may arise such as columns, beams, electrical, and data and communications runs. 

Mr. Drost recommends letting contractors take care of the demolition, dry walling, 

and painting instead of school district employees. 

 

6. School Forest: Rod and Carol Olson would like to donate acreage near Haugen for a 

school forest, which is being called Olson’s Desair Lake Nature Conservancy for 

Education. A lot of stream bank stabilization work has been done on the property. This 

property includes woods, prairie, ponds, streams and marshlands as well as lakeshore. 

There is a 1950’s two-room cabin, which was previously a hot dog stand on Knapp 

Street. There is a detention pond for spring runoff and small prairie ponds throughout the 

area. Mr. Olson received a grant to put 22 catchments to slow down the water and to 

collect the sediment to prevent it from getting into the lake. They worked on a 

rock/gravel 3K trail system on the property so students can learn about water and 

erosion. Mr. Olson would like to maintain the property until he is unable to and would 



 

 

like to create a study group to work out the future transition to the district including 

legalities. This would be a full donation of the land to the school district if used for 

students for education. Mr. Olson would like to give the Board members a tour of the 

property to show them all this acreage has to offer. Mr. Olson encourages Biology, 

skiing, biking, etc. and would like to work on some curriculum ideas on how to best 

utilize the property. Mr. Jensen noted that this property offers a reasonable amount of 

land to maintain and a great way to educate students. Mr. Kucko is supportive in moving 

forward with this project due to the great diversity and great location. The B&G 

committee would like to move forward with this project and recommends Mrs. Flasch to 

be involved. 

 

7. Solar Project: Kurt Reinhold and Tony Hartman from Legacy Solar Coop presented on 

the solar project. Mr. Hartman mentioned that solar project pricing has come down 

significantly compared to prior years. Mr. Reinhold shared a high-level presentation for 

the solar project and is able to provide additional information in the future. They will 

apply for grants on behalf of the district and provide technical and financial due 

diligence on project management. The current locations selected for the solar project are 

the Middle School/Hilltop, High School and Tainter with a potential for more solar 

projects that could have a large potential for future savings. They have looked at energy 

use and power demand at the three locations selected. There is a $1.8 million buyout, 

then long-term savings. The coop would create, manage, and implement the program and 

work with tax sponsors. The project includes $150K in grants for the school district to 

own part of it upfront, then tax sponsor to help support this venture for the school. Mr. 

Blackaller recommends that after year six we could effectively loan ourselves the funds 

to buy out the project. If the district did not buy out the project in year six, the district 

could wait for a period, about the life of a few roofs, or 40 years. Educational and 

environmental benefits are included.  

 

Deanna Aubart and Doug Kucko motioned to table the remaining portion of agenda 

items for a future meeting. All present voting yes. Approved. 

 

8. High School Bathrooms: Tabled 

 

9. Pool Project: Tabled 

 

10. Summer Projects List: Tabled 

 

11. Summer Custodial & Maintenance Work Plan Update: Tabled 

 

12. Five-Year Plan Review: Tabled 

 

13. Other: None 

 

14. NEXT MEETING DATE: TBD 

 



 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT: Doug Kucko and Deanna Aubart motioned to adjourn the meeting. 

All present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 

 

Minutes submitted by Jolene Kellen 


